
Bartestree with Lugwardine Group Parish Council  
Neighbourhood Development Plan 

 
Steering Group Minutes: Thursday 24th October 2013 at 7.30pm 
           Venue: Committee Room, Bartestree Village Hall  

 
Minutes 

Present: Chris Chambers, Jill Chambers, John Colley, Geoff Davies, Elizabeth Evans, Jonathan 
Fennessy, Wendy Soilleux, Dave Greenow (Chair), Bruce Jones, Maurice Jones, Mike Wilson, 
Benjamin Pardoe, Christina Stokes, Matthew Taylor, Ian Goodwin. 
 

1. Welcome and introduction 
Dave Greenow requested agenda item 13 be moved to between items 9 and 10. 

 
2. Apologies  

David Evans, Paul Grafham. 
 

3. Declaration of Interests 
Wendy Soilleux – disclosable pecuniary interest 
Mike Wilson - non-disclosable pecuniary interest 
Jonathan Fennessy – professional interest 
Christina Stokes - disclosable pecuniary interest 
Matthew Taylor - disclosable pecuniary interest 
 

4. Sign attendance sheets for today and 3rd October 
The attendance sheets were circulated and signed. 

 
5. Approve the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 3rd October. 

Group confirmed the final set of minutes were a correct and accurate account of the 
previous meeting. 

 
6. Maps update – acetate sheet. 

Wendy Soilleux reported that she has spent £16.95 on three A1 acetate sheets for 
working on the parish maps with. Wendy recommended purchasing another three A1 
acetate sheets at a further cost of £16.95. All present agreed.  
Action: Wendy Soilleux to purchase a second set of three A1 acetate sheets at a 
cost of £16.95. 
 

7. Update on present applications v NDP in county 
Mike Wilson gave a brief talk on the Herefordshire Planning Committee to make the 
group aware of what is going on at council level. Herefordshire does not have adequate 
land available to build over the next five years (Five year supply). Mike urged the 
group not to rush ahead with the NDP given the recent events surrounding a 
contentious planning application in Canon Pyon. Canon Pyon had a situation where 
they identified land for building but no applications had been made on what was 
selected. 
 
Dave Greenow has spoken to a contact in Whitehall who has said weight is still given to 
policy 87 – we need to find suitable building land ourselves. 
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8. Presentation of ‘Vision’ (slightly modified) 
Wendy Soilleux gave the group the modified vision with the Herefordshire Council 
explanation of the additional world, sustainable. 
The group accepted the modified vision with an extra addition of the words, small infill 
sites. 

Our Vision 
 

“In twenty years time the group parish of Bartestree with Lugwardine will continue to be a 
pleasant place to live and look quite similar to the way that it does today. 

 
The villages will have a community spirit where residents of all ages live in a vibrant and 

distinctive community in which they feel valued, safe and comfortably at home.  Some small-scale 
sustainable housing development, some on brown field or small infill sites and some on green 
field sites, will have taken place but strictly within clearly-defined settlement boundaries and 

using designs that blend in tastefully with the existing adjoining stock.” 
 

Herefordshire Council explanation of Sustainable Development. 
Sustainable development is about meeting the needs of the present without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet their own needs.  The Government has set three aims for 
sustainable development: 
 

• Contributing to building a strong, competitive and responsive economy 
• Supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities 
• Continuing to protect and enhance our natural, historic and built environment. 

 
At the heart of the Government’s policy (National Planning Policy Framework, March 2012) is 
a presumption in favour of sustainable development. 

 
 

9. Group Parish Strengths and Weaknesses relevant to NDP – summary 
Relevant Parish Strengths and weaknesses 
Strengths 

1. Adjacent to SSSI site, which prevents parishes joining Tupsley 
2. Good Community Facilities – village hall; extensive playing fields; sports pavilion; 

cricket nets; hospice; village shop; hairdresser; two pubs; Church; Chapel; good 
primary and secondary schools and children’s nursery;  

3. Good bus service; good network of public rights of way. 
4. Heritage sites, buildings, tiles; amazing views 

 
 
Weaknesses 

1. Bisected by A438 road; speeding traffic; poor road surfaces; poor quality, 
discontinuous pavements; no cycle ways; school parking problems;  

2. No post office; no medical centre. 
3. Uncoordinated mix of housing design. 
4. Limited employment opportunities. 
5. Limited level of infrastructure – slow broadband speed; poor mobile phone reception; 

some water supply and drainage problems. 
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10. The way forward to develop the structure of our NDP – summary 
Mike Wilson explained to the group why it is necessary to look at the Core Strategy 
policies. The group need to consider if what exists in the Core Strategy is good enough 
for our NDP and if not what needs changing/adding. 
 
The group looked at each category separately: 

• Community Facilities including parish schools – No Comment 
• Transport (Footpaths and Cycle Paths) - Maurice Jones would like to see a 

safeguard against an eastern bypass running through the village – see 
action below.  

• Economy and Employment – No Comment 
• Natural Environment – No Comment 

 
Action: Dave Greenow to look into getting professional advice on a safeguard 
against an eastern bypass running through the village and any impact additional 
traffic would have. Dave will also invite Gemma Webster to attend the next 
meeting. 

 
11/12. Presentation of ‘Objectives’ for consideration 

Wendy Soilleux presented the group with a document drawn up by herself and 
Christina Stokes outlining the NPD Objectives and Policies. Wendy and Christina used 
information on adopted NDPs across the UK to draw up their document. 
After discussion it was decided to return to this subject at a later date. 
 
Action: Bruce Jones and Ian Goodwin to look at getting a professional in to give 
guidance to the group. 
 

13.Consideration of Housing Assessment Sites in preparation for next meeting. 
Wendy Soilleux handed out a selection of parish maps and a spread sheet showing all 
the sites which have, over the years been considered for housing sites.  The Parish Plan 
Questionnaire did not include all the potential housing sites for developments with five 
or more houses.  Wendy suggested publishing the complete list out in the parish 
magazine, on the village website and on the village notice boards for the residences 
comments. 
After discussion, it was agreed that the group would advertise for building plots within 
the village beforehand to see if land with potential for below five houses would be 
suggested/offered. 
 
Action: Wendy Soilleux and Bruce Jones to oversee. 
 

14.Date, time and venue of the next meeting. 
 
The next Neighbourhood Development Plan meeting is scheduled for  
Thursday 28th November 2013, 7.30pm at Bartestree Village Hall. 
 
The meeting ended at 9.00pm 

 
 

Dave Greenow    28th November 2013 
 
 Chair      Date 
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