
Bartestree with Lugwardine Group Parish Council 
  

Neighbourhood Development Plan 
 

Steering Group Minutes: Thursday 22nd August 2013 at 7.30pm 
           Venue: Committee Room, Bartestree Village Hall  
 

Minutes 
Present: Wendy Soilleux, Dave Greenow (Chair), John Colley. Geoff Davies, Ben Pardoe, Paul 
Grafham, Christina Stokes, Matthew Taylor, David Evans, Elizabeth Evans. 
 

1. Welcome and introduction 
 

2. Apologies  
Clare Chambers-Jones, Bruce Jones, Rebecca Clegg, Jill Chambers, Chris Chambers, 
Mike Wilson, Nigel Mundy, Andy Hughes, Geoff Watts, Maurice Jones, Jonathan 
Fennessy, Steven Shepherd 
 

3. Declaration of Interests 
Wendy Soilleux – disclosable pecuniary interest 
 

4. Approve the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 8th August. 
Group confirmed the final set of minutes were a correct and accurate account of the 
previous meeting. 

 
5. Guidance Sheets – printing 

Wendy Soilleux informed the group that she had arranged for and received three sets 
of printed guidance sheets in booklet form but noted guidance sheet 4 was not 
successful so will arrange for this one to be re-printed. 
 

6. Update Terms of Reference 
The changes to the Terms of References to allow the NDPSG to spend up to £500 
instead of £50 without prior approval of the Parish Council has been approved by the 
Parish Council at its meeting on Tuesday 13th August 2013. 
 

7. Website update 
Deferred to the next meeting (Thursday 26th September 2013)  
 

8. Maps update 
Benjamin Pardoe read the following on Mike Wilsons behalf (sent on Wednesday 21st 
August 2013): 
 
I have spoken with Mark Turner and Hoople are unable to offer the training we were 
after, so we shall have to look elsewhere – work in progress.  On the map layers, the map 
they currently produce on CD does not have selectable layers.  However they have just 
started looking at a new Adobe product, layered PDF, which looks as though it could lend 
itself to this scenario, we just need to identify the layers needed which should become 
clearer as we go along and Hoople get familiar with the product - again work in progress. 
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Paul Grafham informed the group that Worcester County Council has a selected layers 
facility and the ability to mark boundaries needed on maps. He believes Herefordshire 
Council should have access to a similar facility.  
 
Wendy Soilleux informed the group she spoke to Hoople (Hugh Loughrey) on behalf of 
the Parish Plan and sat with him while he selected the correct/necessary features for 
maps required for the Parish Plan. 
 
Action: Benjamin Pardoe to chase the Corporate Services Department (Estates) at 
Herefordshire Council.  
 

9. Brief explanation of designation details of potential development sites: SHLAA 
etc.  
 
Wendy Soilleux informed the group she had asked the Herefordshire Council Planning 
Department if he knew or could find out what the difference between SHLAA and 
HLAA are. Wendy was informed there was no real difference. 
 
Wendy Soilleux asked the group to note that the parish maps showing field numbers 
has a code we had not been aware of. This is any number with (O) included refers to 
land which the planning inspector had briefly seen and concluded could hold 
development potential. 
 
Paul Grafham informed the group that land historically listed on these maps with 
constraints listed could no longer be assumed to hold constraints under new 
government guidelines. Paul also reminded the group that Bartestree & Lugwardine 
are now seen as one whole village rather than two.  
 
Geoff Davies felt this was an appropriate moment to mention lane known as Lottie’s 
Plot located off Lumber Lane (opposite Lugwardine Chapel). 
Geoff had a meeting with the owner who informed him of his plan to split Lottie’s Plot 
in two, donating one half to Lugwardine Parish Church as an extension to the current 
parish cemetery and develop the other half. The conversation led to discussing the fact 
the site is considerably raised off Lumber Lane and so would lend itself to bungalows. 
 
 Paul Grafham asked the group to note that we must be careful not to discriminate by 
having only bungalows on the site. 
 
 Wendy Soilleux informed the group that the Parish Plan questionnaire indicates there 
is a need/desire for small bungalows within the village. 
 
Paul Grafham asked the group to remember a mix of housing stock is required within 
the village and that most new housing is unlikely to be purchased by those currently 
living here and will in fact go to outsiders. 
 
Dave Greenow – To sum up -  We can state a preference for type of development on 
Lottie’s Plot but not favour a type of development.  
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10. Develop a ‘Vision and Objectives’ –Guidance Sheet 6 – CS & WS 
 

Wendy Soilleux told the group how she and Christina Stokes had each drawn up a 
Vision and Objectives sheet (sent from Wendy & Christina to group members on 
Wednesday 21st August 2013) to help get a conversation within the group going.  
 
Christina Stokes told the group how she had referred to a number of completed NDPs 
across the UK before using them as a guide to compile her own (although both 
Christina and Wendy have also referred to Guidance Sheet 6). Christina noted how a 
number of the NDPs she had viewed had been carried out through smaller working 
groups. 
 
Elizabeth Evans suggested using these completed NDP’s as a template for the 
Bartestree &Lugwardine one so not to unnecessarily reinvent the wheel. The group 
largely agreed with this idea.   
 
Action: Christina Stokes to look further into Elizabeth Evans proposal and then work 
with Wendy Soilleux to combine their Vision and Objectives documents. 
 
Action: Can all group members please Google “Completed NDP” to see what other 
communities have achieved. Wendy Soilleux has asked the group to note the town of 
Thame in Oxfordshire as being a particular good example. 

 
11.  Structure of our NDP 

Wendy Soilleux felt it is a good idea to look at the structure of the NDP in smaller 
groups as shown on the agenda (Community Facilities including parish schools, 
Transport (Footpaths and Cycle Paths), Economy and Employment, Natural 
Environment, Design & Housing). 
 

• Community Facilities including parish schools 
Wendy Soilleux suggested schools, nursery, village hall, play areas, parish 
church and chapel should fall under this category. 
 
Christina Stokes pointed out the St. Mary’s School hires out its tennis courts 
over the summer months and suggested this sort of practice should be 
encouraged elsewhere. 
 
Dave Greenow mentioned money raised through housing development (106 
Agreement) can be requested from Herefordshire Council to help with 
initiatives like that at St Mary’s. 
 
Paul Grafham informed the group that we cannot assume we will get this 
money. 

 
• Transport (Footpaths and Cycle Paths) 

Wendy Soilleux suggested a foot & cycle bridge over the River Lugg beside the 
existing road bridge (A438) should be looked at as this is an issue, which has 
arisen through the Parish Plan. The group largely agreed that this is an 
important safety issue and would enhance the ability to travel to Hereford on 
foot or via bicycle. 
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Dave Greenow agreed but asked the group to remember the SSSI which is in 
existence between the west side of the bridge in question and the 
Hereford/Worcester road (A4103). 

 
• Economy and Employment 

Christina Stokes commented on the slow Broadband connection locally and felt 
this is vital to sustainable economic growth for home based business upwards. 
The group agreed. 
 
Paul Grafham informed the group that you can use up to 10% of an existing 
floor plan before needing to apply for planning permission when conducting a 
business from the home. 

 
• Natural Environment 

Dave Greenow said Jonathan Fennessy has previously said he is happy to use 
his landscaping skills to help with this. 
Benjamin Pardoe asked if this section could be linked into the existing 
Sustainability Group. 
Wendy Soilleux informed everyone that the Sustainably Group had hit the 
buffers for a number of reasons but is due to be restarting shortly. 
 

• Design 
There was a general discussion on housing development and landscaping 
designs to open this topic. 
Dave Greenow concluded the group discussion by saying we need a design that 
fits into the village but also projects the village into the future but should be 
sustainable. 

 
• Housing 

As above. 
 
Action: Benjamin Pardoe to send all group members an email asking them to consider 
and decide which of the above headings they would like to work on. 

 
12. Date, time and venue of the next meeting. 

The next Neighbourhood Development Plan meeting is scheduled for  
Thursday 26th September 2013, 7.30pm at Bartestree Village Hall. 
 
Please note: David and Elizabeth Evans offered their apologies for the next meeting as 
they are unable to attend. 

 
 

The meeting ended at 9.00pm 
 
 
 

 
 

Dave Greenow    26th September  2013 
 
 Chair      Date 
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