
 

BARTESTREE WITH LUGWARDINE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL 

  

Minutes of the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) Steering Group meeting held at 

Monks Orchard, Lugwardine on Wednesday 6
th

 February 2013 at 1930 hrs 

  

Present: 

 

Councillors:   W Soilleux (WS), J Colley (JC) and M Wilson (MW)  

Mr D Evans (DE), Mrs R Clegg (RC) & Mr B Pardoe (BP) 

  

1. Apologies for absence were received from: 

 

Mrs E Evans  

 

2. Declarations of Interest: 

 

MW declared a non-disclosable pecuniary interest, as his step son owns agricultural land 

in the parish. 

 

3. To approve the Minutes for the meeting of 18
th

 December 2012: 

 

The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. Matters arising:  

 

JC raised Funding – to be covered in the agenda item 6. 

 

5. Steering Group Membership Details: 

 

a. The Chairman asked if all members were content that their e-mail addresses were 

used open rather than BCC as it made keeping track of who was aware of what much 

easier. 

b. All present agreed. 

 

6. Chairman’s Introduction:   

 

a. The Chairman welcomed everyone and apologised to those who already had an 

understanding of planning development, but considered it essential that all members had 

a sound understanding of planning development. 

 

b. He explained the present structure, the Unitary Development Plan (UDP) for which he 

would forward an e-mail link, and requested that members familiarise themselves, by the 

next meeting, with the sections of the UDP and any detail they considered may be needed 

in a NDP.  He also covered the present procedure for planning applications and gave out 

copies of a HC Planning Committee Agenda in order that members could see the detail 

covered in a Planning Officers report. 

 

c. He then spoke about the preparation of a replacement for the UDP, as the current one 

expired in 2011 and was currently operating under reserved policies, but which had been 

delayed by the 2011 Localism bill.  The bill led to the production, by Government, of the 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), which adopted a light touch at government 

level and directed upper tier Councils to do likewise.  The new Local Plan (LP), based 



 

around a Core Strategy (CS), for the period 2011- 2031, would be available for 

consultation from 4
th

 March 2013.  A sound understanding of the NPPF would be 

essential for the group, link to be provided, and the LP would provide the information 

required as to whether any sections would require to be extended in the NDP. 

 

d. HC are supporting the production of NDP by nominating a liaison planning officer, 

for our area it is Gemma Webster, producing guidance leaflets (29 so far) on most topics 

involved in the production of an NDP and a Service Level Agreement (SLA) between 

themselves and Parish Councils. (Links to be provided to the guidance leaflets and SLA) 

 

e. The Chairman quickly went through the main points of a power-point presentation 

given by Gemma to the PC explaining what would happen in the production of a NDP, 

how it differed from the updating of the existing Parish Plan, the need for full 

consultation with all sectors of the parish, agreement by HC, to be followed by an 

assessment by an independent inspector and finally put to a referendum of all registered 

voters in the parish at which a majority of those voting must be achieved.  On adoption it 

becomes a statutory document that must be adhered to by planning officers, unlike the 

Parish Plan which is only a list of the wishes of a parish. 

 

f. Costs are something of an unknown quantity, as the first NDP is yet to be completed.  

Government has provided funds to Planning Authorities to provide support and pay for 

the inspection and referendum.  WS stated that there was some evidence that funds would 

be found for parishes undertaking NDPs.  However, having requested £1000, para 7 18 

Dec 12 mins, the PC agreed the sum of £500 with access to contingency or reserve funds 

should it prove necessary. 

 

g. The PC took the first steps by identifying the Neighbourhood Area for the NDP, the 

complete area of the Group Parish, and submitted the formal request for it to be 

registered as a Neighbourhood Area.  After consultation this was approved and registered 

on 12 Sep 12.  Copies of the boundary were distributed to members. 

 

h. The Chairman highlighted the next step as the group becoming familiar, by the next 

meeting, with the UDP, NPPF and some guidance leaflets in order that they could be 

compared with the CS.  In his opinion the primary concern was likely to be residential 

development as settlement boundaries were probably going to disappear.  WS stated that 

whilst she had a publicly registered Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, she had been advised, 

by the liaison planning officer Gemma Webster, that this would not stop her being a 

member of the group.  The Chairman recommended that she should clarify the matter 

with the HC Monitoring Officer. 

 

7. AOB 

General points of interest were discussed. 

 

8. Date of Next Meeting  

 

The date of the next meeting is Thursday 7
th

 March at 1930hrs at Monks Orchard. 

 

 

M Wilson 

Chairman 

NDPSG 


