
 353 

BARTESTREE WITH LUGWARDINE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL      
 

This is the document referred to as ‘Appendix A’ in the Minutes of the Bartestree 
with Lugwardine Group Parish Council dated 18 March 2014 – Item 3.    
 

Comments: 
 
A considerable number of the residents in Bartestree and Lugwardine are of the opinion that the 
villages would lose their current rural feel if further large developments were to take place beyond 
the considerable number that have taken place in the previous two plan periods.  The group 
parish currently holds the position of the third largest village in Herefordshire.   
 

They are also incensed that Herefordshire Council has failed to protect them from the 
present/imminent development by not being able to demonstrate the five-year housing supply 
required by the National Planning Policy Framework and thus rendering the saved Unitary 
Development Plan policies H1 and H4 ineffective.   
 

 
 

Historically, whilst Lugwardine was listed as a main village under Unitary Development Planning 
policy H4, this plot of land has not had a Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessment  (SHLAA) of none or low/minor constraints and therefore does not meet the criteria 
adopted by Herefordshire Council in July 2012 to allow exemption to policy H7.  Whilst a new 
access has been identified, there is no evidence that the constraints have been revised nor would 
site integration of the entire site appear to have been overcome. 
 
Traffic/Access 
 
In current policy terms, this outline planning application, whilst meeting the basic access criteria, 
fails to take into account the volume of traffic using the A438 travelling at speeds regularly in 
excess of the 30mph speed limit and where there are bends at the limits of splay criteria in both 
directions.  
 
In 2013 the excessive speeds were confirmed by the West Mercia Safer Roads Partnership from 
the data collected from the Speed Indicator Devices located throughout the village.  This resulted 
in the A438 through Lugwardine and Bartestree being designated an area of concern and 
triggered the implementation of a speed camera in the area. The proposed access joins the A438 
where the A438 is on a steep hill.  Stopping distances are therefore greater than those 
recommended assuming a level road.  Westbound traffic coming down the hill has a tendency to 
speed and HGV’s, in particular, have greater difficulty in stopping in an emergency. 
 
Residents are already concerned about the volume of traffic using the A438 in both directions 
between 7.30am – 9.30am on weekdays.  This varies from 900 to 1200 vehicles daily in that 
period and any increase in that number as a result of a building development would be of further 
concern.  Residents who live in properties along the nearby section of the A438 already 
experience delays when attempting to exit their driveways on to the main road.   A further 60 
vehicles would add to the problems. 
 
The only vehicular access into the site from the A438 is still considered to be inadequate in width 
and therefore dangerous for both drivers and pedestrians.  In order to attain a width of 9.1metres 
(footway 1.8m + road 5.5m + second footway 1.8m), the eastern footway would only be 
centimetres away from the adjacent cottage, Greencroft.  This is an unacceptable situation for a 
country dwelling. 
 
Footway along the A438 
 
The proposed widening of the footway alongside the A438 back into the village by retaining the 
existing retaining wall and extending the width of the tarmac area above it would only serve to 
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allow and in fact encourage, pedestrians to walk nearer to the edge of the bank above the busy 
A438 and to increase the risk of slipping over the edge - a sheer drop of 1.4 m at its maximum - 
on to the highway. The plan-view drawings submitted with the application are deceptive, as they 
do not indicate the height of the path above the road. (Photographs and drawings attached).  The 
footway leading from the access to the site and away from the village towards Hereford is equally 
hazardous and completely disappears so that there is no footway at all over part of the narrow, 
listed bridge over the River Lugg. 
 
Cotts Lane pedestrian/cyclist access 
 
Cotts Lane is an unclassified, single-track road with passing bays for most of its length. The 
proposed pedestrian/cyclist access to/from the site into the unclassified Cotts Lane is a footway 
to nowhere.   To consider building a footway between the access gate to the proposed site to the 
eastern edge of the site within the site boundary, while commendable, simply takes pedestrians a 
about 25 metres and then delivers them back on to the roadway (Cotts Lane).  It is already a very 
busy road for its size.  A recent survey carried out by local residents between 7.30am – 9.00am 
on weekdays indicated that an average of 200 vehicles used the road.  The busiest period was 
between 8.30am – 8.50am when an average of 85 vehicles were counted.  Vehicles 
leaving/entering Newcourt Farm via a gate on the very sharp bend have to remain parked on the 
road while the gate is opened and closed.  In the afternoons the A438 end of the lane is further 
congested by ‘school parking’.  
 
There is also concern regarding the potential for further heavy traffic on Cotts Lane, which is 
already in a poor state of repair.   Should this development proceed it is considered highly likely 
that Cotts Lane will be used as a rat run for traffic to the local schools.  Also the proposed 
pedestrian access is an area where there have been a number of collisions in recent years. 
 
There are several Public Rights of Way on Cotts Lane, which generates a fair amount of 
pedestrian traffic. 
 
Setting 
 
The character of this area of Lugwardine is that of the old traditional Herefordshire village.  The 
south-eastern edge of the site abuts and is at a lower level to the gardens at the rear of several 
listed properties which front on to the A438.  The site then slopes upwards to Cotts Lane, a factor 
that would increase the visual impact of the proposed development on existing properties.  Whilst 
some more modern bungalows have been added along Cotts Lane, it is very difficult to see how a 
modern development of 30 dwellings could be integrated into the overall area with satisfaction.  
 
Water and Sewerage 
 
Although Welsh Water will have the final say, there are concerns that the current infrastructure 
would not support the development in terms of water supply, sewerage and surface water 
disposal.  Correspondence with Welsh Water in relation to another proposed housing 
development in the Group parish would indicate that those responsible for giving the go-ahead for 
these schemes are not fully cognizant of the many difficulties faced by residents in terms of low 
water pressure, sewage blockages and overflows.  Properties close to the sewage ejector 
already report regular problems occurring through lack of capacity. 
 
Consultation 
 
The developer made an attempt to consult with the local people in a way that could be described 
as both cynical and just ’going through the motions’.  Notice of the exhibition to be held in the 
Village Hall was very short, three or four days, was inadequately advertised and poorly managed 
with any interactive initiative coming from the residents not the developer.  
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Cumulative Effect 
 
The Parish Council suggests that the cumulative impact of this application should be considered 
in light of the fact that a refused application for 50 houses is to be taken to appeal and two other 
applications for major developments in the group parish of 60 and 52 dwellings respectively have 
sought pre-application advice and are expected to be received imminently.  In a very short period 
of time, Bartestree and Lugwardine could face the prospect of a potential increase of 192 
dwellings, which would be increasing the number of properties by something approaching 25%. 
 
 
 

 
Proximity to traffic     Near the edge of the proposed footpath 
  

 

 
 
  Where a child would fall to     Tape at 1.8 m from wall 



 356 

 
Two sections of footpath outside High House 
  
 


